10.5 


VOL. v, No. NY | \ \ ) S JULY 1950 


ISSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


INCUNABULA CATALOGUE PUBLISHED 


The long-awaited Catalogue of Incunabula and Manuscripts in the 
Army Medical Library, compiled by Dr. Dorothy M. Schullian and Mr. 
Francis E. Sommer* was received in the Library on 3 July. Its arrival 
produced a pleasant glow of institutional pride combined with affection- 
ate admiration for the authors’ skill, the enterprise of the Honorary 
Consultants whose sponsorship made possible its publication, and the 
taste and craftsmanship of Henry Schuman and the Anthoensen Press 
who designed and achieved a volume worthy of the bibliographical com- 
pany its joins. 

The volume lists and describes fully the Army Medical Library’s 
holdings of three classes of books: The first and largest part lists the 
incunabula; the second part lists ‘‘Early Western Manuscripts’’ (Latin, 
German, Italian and English); while the last lists Oriental manuscripts 
(Arabic, Persian, Turkish, Singhalese and Hebrew). The sections 
on incunabula and early Western manuscripts were compiled by Dr. 
Schullian; the part on Oriental manuscripts was compiled by Mr. 
Sommer. The preface was written by Dr. Max H. Fisch, formerly Chief 
of the History of Medicine Division, and now Professor of Philosophy at 
the University of Illinois. 

The Catalogue is dedicated to the memory of John Shaw Billings. 
It is also a memorial to a distinguished line of librarians, bibliographers 
and physicians who through all the years of the Library’s existence have 
contributed to the collection and description of the books here recorded. 
Sir William Osler suggested such a catalogue in 1913, by which time 
the collecting zeal and knowledge of Colonel Billings and Dr. Robert 
Fletcher had amassed a notable collection of early medical works. Ina 








*Schullian, Dorothy M., and Sommer, Francis E. 

~~ Catalogue of Incunabula and Manuscripts in the Army Medical 
Library. Published for the Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical 
Library. New York, Henry Schuman, Inc. [20 E. 70th St., New York 
22, 1950]. $15. 





Printing cost borne by Association of Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical Library. 
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gracious introduction, Dr. Schullian pays tribute io the assistance of the 
many men who in the years since 1913 have shaped the collection and who 
have helped to bring this Catalogue into being. Certainly, all will join 
the Library in congratulating Dr. Schullian, together with Mr. Sommer 
and the Honorary Consultants, on the successful completion of this task, 


MLA CONVENTION 


The Medical Library Association held its Forty-ninth Annual 
Meeting in Boston, 19 to 22 June 1950, at the Hotel Kenmore. Several 
Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical Library participated: At 
the Opening Exercises, Dr. Henry R. Viets made a welcoming address, 
and Dr. Sanford VY. Larkey gave the Presidential Address. Dr. W.B. 
McDaniel, 2nd, and Mr. James F. Ballard were speakers at the Sym- 
posium on Historical Source Material. Miss Mary Louise Marshall 
reported for ihe Joint Committee on Library Education. At the ban- 
quet on Wednesday evening, 21 June, Admiral George W. Calver 
showed moving pictures taken at the 1949 meeting in Galveston. Dr. 
Viets was elected Honorary Vice-President of the Association. 

Miss Janet Doe addressed the assembly on ‘‘Pla.s for Indexing 
Medical Literature,’’ thereby provoling one of the most spirited dis- 
cussion periods of the session. 

The principal opening address was given by Mr. William J. 
Bishop, Librarian, Wellcome Historical Medical Library, London, 
England, on the subject ‘‘Medical Libraries and Librarianship in Great 
Britain.’’ Dr. S. R. Ranganathan, the distinguished librarian from India, 
participated in many of the discussions. Dr. Merrill Moore was the. 
banquet speaker, taking as his subject ‘‘Doctors and Poets.’’ 


Major Frank B. Rogers spoke twice at the meeting, first on ‘‘The 
New Current List of Medical Literature,’’ and on Thursday, 22 June, 
on ‘‘Cataloging and Classification at the Army Medical Library.’’ Dr. 
William Jerome Wilson, of the History of Medicine Division, was one of 
the speakers at the Professional Meeting on Tuesday morning. Mr. 
Joseph A. Groesbeck acted as Moderator for the Round Table on the 
Cost of Periodicals. Other AML staff members attending the meet- 
ing were: Mr. Scott Adams, Miss M. Ruth MacDonald, Miss Estelle 
Brodman, Mr. Robert B Austin, Miss Eleanor R. Hasting, Miss Marion 
Hinden, Mr. Seymour I. Taine, Miss Frances E. Kelsey, Miss Kath- 
rine Malterud, Miss Marjory C. Spencer, Miss Eleanor Johnson and 
Mr. Richard Cutter. 

Five exhibits were shown by the Library at the meeting: Current 
List of Medical Literature, Army Medical Library Services, Army 
Medical Library-Library of Congress Cooperative Cataloging, and two 
smaller exhibits on national medical indexes and minor medical indexes 
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE APPOINTED 


Under the provisions of the Constitution of the Association of 
Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical Library, a Nominating 
Committee has been appointed to meet and present nominations for 
officers, composed as tollows: 


Dr. Benjamin Spector, Chairman 
Admiral George W. Calver 

Dr. Michael E. DeBakey 

Dr. Raymond B. Allen 

Mr. Francis R. St. John 


The followirg offices will become vacant at the annual meeting 
in October 1950: 


President (succeeding Dr. Leake) 

Vice President (succeeding Dr. Davison) 

Treasurer (succeeding Colonel Jones) 

Secretary (succeeding Major Rogers) 

Member at Large, Executive Committee 
(succeeding Dr. Stecher) 


MR. ADAMS TO BE LIBRARIAN NIH 


Mr. Scott Adams, who has been Assistant to the Director of the 
Army Medical Library since Major Rogers took office last October, 
has been appointed Librarian of the National Institutes of Health. 


Mr. Adams came to the Library in March 1945. After serving as 
Chief of the Acquisition Division, he was detailed as Acting Librarian in 
December 1946, under the directorship of Colonel Toseph H. McNinch. 
He occupied this post during the selection and training of the present 
Director. 


SLA CONVENTION 


The Army Medical Library was represented at the Special Li- 
braries Association Annual Convention, in Atlantic City, N. J., 12 to 16 
June 1950, by the following staff members: Miss Estelle Brodman, 
Miss Mary E. Grinnell, Mrs. Ruth L. Jackson and Miss Ethel Elvove. 
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SUMMER TEACHING 


Miss Estelle Brodman, Chief of the Reference Division, will teach 
two summer courses at the Columbia University School of Library 
Service, in New York City: 1) Introduction to Bibliography, and 2} 
Medical Literature. 


Mr. Karl A. Baer, of the Reference Division, is also teaching 
medical librarianship this summer. His courses are 1) Advanced 
Cataloging, and 2) Bibliography of the Sciences, at the Library School, 
Peabody College for Teachers, in Nashville, Tennessee. 


EXHIBITS 


The June exhibit on ‘‘Medicine and Music, Personalities”’ attracted 
wide irterest from both physicians and musicologists. On display were 
portraits of famous men who are or were interested in both medicine 
and music, and pictures related to their fields of interest. Titles and 
quotations that most clearly reflect their personalities, and quotations 
revealing their thoughts on music, were selected from their writings 
and displayed. Also included in the exhibit was the score of Beetho- 
ven’s ‘‘La Malinconia’’ [fourth movement, op. 18, No. 6], a work thatis 
of both musical and medical interest. 


The July-August exhibit is in celebration of the one hundredth 
anniversary of the publication of the ‘‘Report of a General Plan for 
the Promotion of Public and Personal Health,’’ by the Massachusetts 
Sanitary Commission. This pioneer American Survey of health con- 
ditions was the work of Lemuel Shattuck and followed by eight years 
Sir Edwin Chadwick’s classic ‘‘Sanitary Conditions of the Labouring 
Classes of Great Britain.’’ The Report has been called by one authort 
ty ‘‘the most outstanding single ‘Book of Prophecy’ in the history of 
public health.’’ Since only 2,000 copies were printed, it is something 
of a collector’s item. The Army Medical Library owns two of them 


LIST AVAILABLE 


The Library has completed a new title list of about 160 Japanese 
medical journals currently received. The titles are in transliterated 
form, followed by English translations, and publishers’ addresses ame 
supplied in full. Copies of the list may be had upon request to the 
Acquisition Division, Army Medical Library. 








